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SPORTS, Cl 


HOW TITLE 
GAME COULD 
BITE BIG 12 
ONCE AGAIN 


Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-Tyler, urges Attorney General Jeff Sessions to appoint a special prosecutor to 
investigate a uranium deal that may have benefited the Clinton Foundation. ALEX BRANDON / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Sessions denies lying, 
blames hazy memory 


By Eric Tucker and Sadie Gurman 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions on Tuesday displayed 
a hazy memory of the Trump 
campaign’s discussions about and 
dealings with Russians in the 2016 
election, denying he ever lied to 
Congress about those contacts but 
blaming the chaos of the race for 
fogging his recollections. 
During more than five hours of 
testimony to Congress, Sessions 
sought to explain away appar- 
ent contradictions in his earlier 
accounts by citing the exhausting 
nature of Donald Trump’s upstart 
but surging bid for the White House. 
He also denied under repeated 
questioning from Democrats that 


COMMUTING 


five hours before the House 
Judiciary Committee, mostly 
about the Trump campaign’s 
dealings with Russians. 


he had been influenced by Trump. 

But after saying under oath 
months ago that he was unaware 
ofany relationship between the cam- 
paign and Russia, Sessions acknowl- 
edged for the first time that the arrest 


of a low-level campaign adviser 
reminded him after all of a meet- 
ing at which the aide, George Pap- 
adopoulos, proposed setting up a 
get-together between Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

“After reading his account and 
to the best of my recollection,” 
Sessions told the House Judi- 
ciary Committee, “I believe that 
I wanted to make clear to him that 
he was not authorized to repre- 
sent the campaign with the Rus- 
sian government or any other for- 
eign government for that matter. 

“But I did not recall this event, 
which occurred 18 months before 
my testimony of a few weeks 
ago,” he added, “and I would 


Sessions continued on A6 


Cap Metro board to weigh route changes 


Agency says tweaks to 
plan ease negative effect 
on minorities, poor. 


By Ben Wear 
bwear@statesman.com 


Capital Metro’s bus system over- 
haul, which seeks to boost rider- 
ship by more than doubling the 
number of high-frequency routes 
while dropping some regular 
ones, comes to the transit agen- 
cy’s board Wednesday for possi- 
ble approval having undergone 
something of an overhaul itself. 

Those numerous tweaks in the 


plan, the agency asserts in a newly 
released “equity analysis” required 
under federal civil rights law, have 
softened or eliminated the plan’s 
negative effect on neighborhoods 
with significant percentages of 
minority and low-income resi- 
dents. Those revisions came over 
the past few months as custom- 
ers, drivers and the agency’s own 
board of directors offered their 
critiques of the new plan. 

“The potential disparate 
impacts are mitigated on almost 
all of the eliminated routes,” the 
analysis says, “as these routes will 
be replaced or served by one or 
multiple new or changed routes. 


Similarly, most of the modified 
routes will be replaced or served 
by one or multiple routes.” 
Furthermore, by increasing the 
frequency of bus service on eight 
routes — giving Capital Metro a 
total of 14 “frequent” routes with 
buses coming every 15 minutes 
during daylight and evening hours 
— the new plan will better serve 
some minority and low-income 
customers, the analysis says. 
The plan, which originally 
would have eliminated 17 of Cap- 
ital Metro’s 80 or so routes and 
significantly modified 22 others, 


Cap Metro continued on A11 
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SUPER 
FAST 


3 warming soups that 
you can make ina flash 


ECONOMY 


BUSINESS, B7 


HOME SALES 
ON TRACK 
FOR ANOTHER 
RECORD YEAR 


Study: Expand 
digital focus 
in job training 


Austin ranks seventh 
among U.S. metro areas 
in digitalization of jobs. 


By Dan Zehr 
dzehr@statesman.com 


A really nice black-and-white 
print. It’s about all Jana Birchum 
misses about analog photography. 

“Otherwise, to hell with it,” 
Birchum said. “It was a lot of 
standing around in the dark with 
smelly chemicals.” 

These days, she and most of her 
professional photographer peers 
are happy to leave darkrooms in 
the past. Of course, the transi- 
tion wasn’t a walk in the park — 
with the $13,000 cameras, hav- 
ing to process film just to digitally 


HEALTH 


512techcom 


ey Austin Americar- Statesman 


HOME OF AUSTIN TECH 
News about the local tech scene 
can be found at 512tech.com, 
the American-Statesman’s site 
dedicated to tech coverage. 


See the site 

www.5 1 2tech.com 
Follow on Twitter 
twitter.com/5 1 2tech 
Like on Facebook 
facebook.com/51 2tech 


scan it again, and then needing 
to learn new software to edit dig- 
ital images. 


Digital continued on A10 


Austin and 
Maegan 
Copeland 
honor the 
memory of 
their father, 
Sean, and 
brother, 
Brodie, at 
Lake Hills 
Churchin 
West Austin. 
RALPH BARRERA 
/ AMERICAN- 
STATESMAN 2016 


Terrorism survivor 
touts special therapy 


EMDR helped local 
woman who saw father, 
brother killed in attack. 


By Nicole Villalpando 
nvillalpando@statesman.com 


Maegan Copeland was walking 
the streets of Nice, France, with 
her family July 14, 2016, when 
a terrorist drove a 19-ton truck 
into a crowd, killing 84 people 
and wounding 202 others. Her 
11-year-old brother, Brodie, and 
her father, Sean Copeland, were 
among the dead. 

It was Bastille Day and the 
Copeland family had traveled 
to France in part to celebrate 
the 40th birthday of Sean’s wife, 


ALSOINSIDE 
Gunman kills at least four in 
Northern California rampage, A4 


MORE ONLINE 

Find more coverage of the 
Sutherland Springs church 
shooting and its aftermath with 
this story on mystatesman.com. 


Kim Copeland, and the birthday 
of his son from a previous mar- 
riage, Austin. 

“I was reaching over, getting 
candy, and then I leapt back,” 
she said. Her now 23-year-old 
brother, Austin, tackled her out 
of the way. “My dad saw what 
was going on, his eyes popping, 


EMDR continued on A9 
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Feast onFood Extra 
intoday’s ePaper 


Subscribers get six additional 
pages of food stories and recipes 
at statesman.com/epaper. 


D.C. Republicans boost 
pressureon Moore, Ala. 


With Alabama GOP reluctant to 
urge Senate candidate to quit, 
leaders look to Trump for help. 
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